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The Education Foundation 
The mission of the Education Foundation is to INVEST in the STUDENTS of the 
Berea School District.  The Education Foundation was established to support and 

enhance educational opportunities for students through grants and scholarships. 

We believe that an engaged community can make a difference in the lives of our youth. 

You are invited to attend our 15th Annual Auction fundraiser on March 12, 2015 at the Crowne 
Plaza.  Monies raised at the event go directly to Enrichment Grants and the Endowment.   

For more information about visit www.EducationFoundationBerea.org or contact  
Kim Dettmer, executive director at 216-898-8270 or kdettmer@berea.k12.oh.us. 

The winter season is upon 
us. Our district admin-
istration, faculty, and staff 
understand that our  
decision to open or close 
schools during inclement 
weather has a big effect 
on families. We also  
understand that our  
students are better 
served–both academically 
and socially–by being in 
school. However, our top 
priority is the safety of 
our students.  

HOW DO WE MAKE OUR 

DECISION?  

Department of Academic Affairs 

Next Generation Assessments 

Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, Ohio launched a new generation of  
computer-based state tests in English language arts, mathematics, science  
and social studies.  The state tests measure student progress toward Ohio’s New Learn-
ing Standards.  The results show whether students have the knowledge and skills neces-
sary to move successfully to their next steps in education or a career. 

Each new state test has two parts.  The first is called performance-based and the second 
is called end-of-year.  The student’s scores on the two are combined to  
create a final score for each subject. 

Students must provide an answer and explain how and why they chose it on the  
performance-based test. The end-of-year test requires students to select responses. 

Districts have the option only in the 2014-15 school year to give the tests on  
computers, in paper format or a combination of both by content level or grade level.  
The expectation is that eventually all of the new assessments will be  
computer-based. 

Which grades and subjects will be involved in the new state assessment system? 

Grades 4-9 (English 1, Algebra 1, Geometry) 
English language arts & mathematics  [PARCC assessments] 

(Note: Grade 3 takes PARCC math and OAA reading) 

Grades 4, 6, 10 (American History) & 11 (American Government): 
Social Studies  [Ohio Dept. of Education (ODE)  assessments] 

Grades 5, 8 & 9 (Physical Science): 
Science  [Ohio Dept. of Education (ODE)  assessments] 

As districts transition to the new assessment system for 2015, there are two grade levels 
that will take the Ohio Achievement Assessment and Ohio Graduation  
Assessment for the 2014-2015 school year based upon the prior system. This  
includes: 

Grade   3 – Ohio Achievement Assessment 

Grade 10 – Ohio Graduation Test (Reading, Writing, Math, Science and Social 
Studies) 

Links to more information and/or practice tests for the next generation assessments can 
be found on the district website:  Home > Academic Affairs > Testing 

We currently have 39 program requests 
from Berea-Midpark High School, Big 
Creek, Brook Park Memorial, Brookview 
and Grindstone Elementary. Teachers  
still interested in requesting the Junior 
Achievement program can visit 
www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-
grcleveland/program-request-form to  
complete an online request form or  
contact the JA Office at 216.861.8080. 

Berea City School District students in 8th 
and 9th grade will be participating in the 
pilot of JA Finance Park Virtual, an in-
class JA program that provides students 
with a first-hand understanding of the 
economic issues they will face upon high 
school graduation. The in-class lessons 
will be followed by a virtual simulation 
where students learn to construct and 
adhere to a personal budget, based on 
their job, salary, and family situation. 
We will be seeking volunteers to assist in  
the implementation of this pilot  
program.  Please email Kelly Hatgas or 
call 216.861.8080 for more information. 

Featured School: J & G Snow School 

It has been an eventful school year at J&G Snow School!  Through the 
continued development of professional partnerships with Baldwin 
Wallace University’s Conservatory of Music and Guidestone’s Public 
Relations office, our students are now participating in several new 
exploratory and educational programs.  

Students enrolled in the MH (multi-handicapped) unit at J&G Snow 
School look forward to participating in a music therapy program each 
week.  Practicum students from the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory 
Music Therapy Program demonstrate and invite our students to sing 
songs and learn to play various musical instruments. Music therapy is 
used to address physical, emotional, cognitive, and social needs of 
students. 

A partnership with Guidestone’s Public Relations office has resulted in 
Snow School receiving a number of grants from anonymous donors. 
These grants have permitted our students to participate in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Education) Projects.  Our 
favorite STEM Project involved students building and designing  
individual miniature Soapbox Derby cars.  In doing so, students utilized 
science and math concepts related to the Ohio Common  
Core Standards. The unit ended with a Soapbox Derby race and the 
winners being treated to lunch by the principal. Other grants that have 
been received this school year funded the purchase of Kindle Fires 
which will support the development of a technology-based, integrated 
learning lab for our students.  

J&G Snow School staff and students look forward to a rewarding  
second half of the school year! 

Superintendent’s Message 

Thanks to everyone for a great first half of the school year.  As we begin the 
second semester we have decided to begin a Berea City School District monthly 
newsletter.  This newsletter will provide important information to our parents 
and community about what is happening across our district.  We will also  
highlight one of our school buildings or district departments in each publication.  
I hope you enjoy this new publication. 

“GO TITANS!” 
Mike Sheppard 
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